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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE:

Hi Everyone!
The holidays are fast approaching, and, soon, we will say
“Goodbye!” to 2017.
Funny, how quickly time passes!
I
hope that 2018 will bring you good health, time with family
and friends, and many hours for quilt making. I’m looking
forward to the programs and workshops planned for 2018, as
well as our biennial Quilt Challenge and other member events.
Just a friendly reminder:
the deadline for payment of your membership dues is
the December guild meeting. Once the deadline has passed, we will be contacting
those on our waiting list. Annual dues are $45.00 and include $20.00 for raffle
quilt tickets.
Dues can be paid either in cash or by personal check, made
payable to “Newtown Quilters’ Guild.”
Please give your payment to Membership,
either Gretchen Faras or Eve Vallorani.
Please pay your dues on time, so the
guild can make a smooth transition into the New Year.
If you are unable to do
so, please contact me ASAP.
I’m looking forward to the big reveal of the 2018 Quilt Challenge theme. Nancy
Steigerwalt, Pam Sugrue, and Linda Martin-Mills will chair the challenge.
For
our newer members, our Quilt Challenge is held on the off year of our quilt show.
Members are challenged to make a quilt, interpreting the challenge theme.
The
resulting quilts are displayed at our October guild meeting. The challenge is an
opportunity to stretch your creativity.
It’s always fun to see what everyone
comes up with. Stay tuned for more information.
As I mentioned at our November meeting, we need a Newsletter Editor. Our current
editor, Christa Froehlich, will be stepping down at the end of this year. “Thank
you, Christa!” Your contributions to our guild are many. We will miss you, and
we wish you all the best. Don’t be a stranger—stop by if your schedule permits.
The door is always open.
I have sent an email to the membership about this
position and its duties. Feel free to contact Christa if you would like to learn
more about the job. This is a good opportunity for a newer member to participate
in the guild.
Christa and our former editor, Nancy Lacey, will help you
transition into the job, so you won’t be jumping into it alone.
Volunteers are needed to work on the 2019 raffle quilt. You heard it right: the
2019 raffle quilt!
A committee chair is needed to get the ball rolling.
Volunteers will be needed to assist the chair, as well. It’s important to stay
ahead of the game with our raffle quilt.
If the quilt isn’t ready in a timely
fashion, we lose opportunities for selling tickets. It’s an important fundraiser
and helps to cover some of our operating expenses. You can find more about the
job in the above-referenced email to the membership.
I am currently writing a
detailed job description that will include a timeline, ticket ordering and
distribution, venues for ticket sales, and other helpful information. You won’t
have to reinvent the wheel!
We have talented quilters in our guild, so please
consider chairing this committee. Contact me if you have any questions.
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Read on for Lorie Leonardi’s article in the November issue of “Upper Makefield
Living.”
Lorie talks about the Quilts of Valor Foundation.
Through these
articles and our free advertisement, we have a great opportunity to promote the
work of our guild and share stories about quilt making.
I hope that you will
consider sharing your story by writing an article about a special quilt that
you’ve made or received. The general theme of our articles is “A Quilt is More
Than Fabric.” Lorie has offered her assistance in helping you with your article,
or she will write it on your behalf. Please contact me if you are interested.
One more thing from our quilt show: the black aprons, worn by some of our show
volunteers, were quite popular and suggestions were made to have more of them
available for the next show. We agree and will work on that next year. Before
we get started, though, we need to locate the aprons used at the show.
If you
have one of them, please bring it to our guild meeting.
It’s coming back . . . our Block of the Month is returning in 2018, with a
twist!!! Details will be revealed at our December meeting.
Keeping pace with change is necessary as our guild moves forward. However, it is
also important to preserve our traditions; so, by unanimous vote, the Executive
Board approved returning to our traditional members-only annual sharing dinner
and, also, designated our annual holiday meeting in December as a members-only
meeting.
Guests are warmly welcomed to attend our other meetings during the
year.
Well, that’s a wrap!
I look forward to seeing you at our December holiday
meeting.
In the meantime, sew like no one is watching!
Merry Christmas! Happy Hanukkah!
Regards,
Regina

NEXT GUILD MEETING – December 19, 2017
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, December 19, 2017 at 7:30pm at The Birches, 70 Durham Road,
Newtown, PA 18940. Guests are welcome for a $5.00 charge.

PROGRAMS:

Linda Martin-Mills

December - Leona Law, a new member to our guild and a gifted artist will speak about her artistic journey. We will
have a notion exchange. Bring a notion (under $10) to the meeting wrapped pretty or pretty ugly to exchange in a round
robin game. We will have a holiday party.

January - Philanthropy evening - we ask members to bring either their sewing machine, ironing board or cutting
station to make up philanthropy quilts for our many charities that we support. More details to follow.

February - RaNae Merrill is coming!!! We are hosting 3 separate workshops - one that will appeal to the working
girls on Sunday and Monday evening 630-930 2/18 and 2/19., one 2/19 Monday daytime 9-4 and one on Tuesday 9-4 all
at Quilts for Kids. Please remember that QFK also sell wonderful batiks and print fabrics for a deeply discounted price to
offset costs so bring cash or your check book (they do not take credit cards) The workshop is Free Motion Mastery and
you can be a master in 30 days after taking this class. The workshop is $55 payable by check to NQG and the kit fee is
payable to the teacher the day of class. We have some room if you would like to join in or bring a friend!
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2018 Upcoming programs –Janneke Van Der Ree will be joining us in March and Fulton Design will be coming in
April with a talk about “Design in the Digital Age”. In May Jeannie Campbell will talk about how to use “New Techniques
from Old Magazines”. June is our annual garage sale and birthday celebration with strawberry shortcake!

TREASURER’S REPORT: submitted by Donna Martinez
November 30, 2017
Beginning Balance
Total Income
Total Expense
Ending Balance

19,763.91
1,512.00
707.41
20,568.50

Income/Expense by Category
Income
Membership-2018 Dues
Guest Fees
Raffle Quilt Sales
Quilt Show
Quiltly Prize
Total Income
Expenses
Quilt Show
Quilty Prize
Corresponding Secretary
Storage Rental
Total Expense
Ending Balance as of November 30, 2017

1,350.00
25.00
50.00
30.00
_ 57.00
1,512.00
512.74
18.47
49.00
127.20
707.41
20,568.50

TREASURER’S TRIVIA
Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays!
All Newtown Quilter’s Guild members who attend our December meeting will receive a ticket for this
month’s drawing.
Donna Martinez email AHMDMM@verizon.net

MEMBERSHIP:

Eve Vallorani and Gretchen Faras

Please let us know of any changes to your information (address, phone number, email).

SUNSHINE AND SHADOWS:

Joan Shipp
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If you know of someone who needs a message of thanks, get-well, condolences or congratulations, please text me
at 215-539–7426 (preferred method, I don't get to check my emails very often), or give me a call and leave a message.

NEWSLETTER:

Christa Froehlich

Contributions for the newsletter are due by the end of the month. Please e-mail them to me at
christafroehlich.qb@gmail.com. If you have any questions, you can call me at 215-431-5735 or 215-943-0550.

Help Wanted: new Newsletter Editor
I have really enjoyed editing the Guild’s newsletter for the past year, but my day job has been getting more and
more demanding and it looks like this year will be even worse. I am sorry to say I will need to give up being
newsletter editor for the guild. If you would be interested in taking over this position, I would be happy to explain
how to do it. It takes a little time, but it isn’t hard at all. It’s just copying and pasting into a Word document and
exchanging emails with other members. It would actually be a great way for a new guild member to get to know
other members and how the guild works! Give me a call or email me or talk to one of the board members at the
meeting if you are interested. Thanks, Christa

HOSPITALITY: Rosanne Friehs
“Holiday Wishes to All”
We would like to take time to welcome everyone to Guild meetings. The new hospitality guidelines
regarding snacks, beverages, and guild member responsibilities are:
•
•

•

•

All guild members are responsible for bringing snacks for one regular guild meeting.
Members will be assigned a month by alphabetical order (if you are not attending the month you
are assigned you can either switch with another member, have a friend bring in your snack, or let
the Hospitality chairperson know at least one week in advance so that they can arrange a
substitution).
Snacks will not be available until the designated Break Time between the speaker and business meeting
to allow all members time to socialize and have an opportunity to sample all of the items brought
to guild. If we do not have a speaker, the snacks may be available the throughout the meeting.
Beverages will be provided by the Guild and will be available throughout the meeting. If you
have a special beverage choice please let me know and I will make it available. We would also
like to GO GREEN by suggesting that members bring their own ‘go cups’ which we will be happy
to fill with either soda or water.

December Snacks:
The members responsible for snacks for December are as follows:Kathy Mador, Dale Moelter,
Patricia Morrison, Francine Oswald, Judi Reiss, Gwen Sahi, Christy Stephenson, Lois Uditsky, Eve
Vallorani, Teresa Wescott, Marsha Watro and Barbara Wyatt.
THANKS for participating in the Hospitality table! Please email me at rdfriehs@gmail.com or call at
home # 215-493-6427 for any questions. Snacks and goodies are an important part of your guild
members’ break time and everyone always appreciates your efforts in making the Guild Meeting more
enjoyable.
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MINUTES OF THE NEWTOWN QUILTERS GUILD MEETING: NOV. 21, 2017
The November meeting of the Newtown Quilters' Guild was called to order at 7:30 p.m.
The first order of business was to approve revisions of the by-laws as presented in the previous newsletters. A motion to
approve the changes was made by Marsha Watro and seconded by Rosemary Dwyer. The motion to approve was
carried by a vote of hands of members present.
Linda Martin-Mills introduced our speaker for the evening, Carol Heppe, Quilt Sale Director for the Kutztown Folk Festival,
who spoke and showed slides on her topic, "How to make an award-winning quilt". She showed pictures of prize-winning
quilts from past festival years and encouraged members to submit quilts for the show as well as for the Kutztown Festival
wallhanging challenge. Linda has contact information for Carol, if there are members who wish to get more details.
Regina Apuzzo asked for a volunteer chairperson to direct the Raffle Quilt committee for our 2019 guild raffle quilt.
She also asked for a chairperson for our 2018 challenge quilts, and Nancy Steigerwalt volunteered to chair this
committee, along with Pam Sugrue and Linda Martin-Mills.
The guild will also need a replacement for Christa Froehlich for newsletter editor. Christa will not be returning to be our
editor next year, and Regina thanked her for her work this year in editing the information.
The members of the executive board also approved two meetings during the year to be "members only" meetings, as was
done in the early years of the guild meetings, feeling that being a member should have some "perks". The October
potluck meeting and the December Holiday meeting were designated as such.
Regina reminded the members that dues should be paid by the December meeting; we now have a waiting list, so it
would be prudent to get your dues in on time.
Linda Martin-Mills, Vice-President, noted that there is a November 27 deadline for the Artworks of Trenton 10 x 10
display. There is an opening reception on December 9 from 6-9 p.m. About 14 members of the guild have completed
items for display.
Linda noted that programs for 2018 are in place and she is now working on programming for 2019. She is actively looking
for a member who would like to work with her on programming, with a thought to taking over the Program Chairperson for
the next elections in 2019. She is also collecting fees for ReNae Merrill workshops. We have 49 people signed up for 3
separate workshops with ReNae. Donna Laing is planning a guild workshop possibly in January, dealing with using color
values in planning scrap quilts, but a date/time has not yet been set.
Donna Martinez, Treasurer, announced that currently our net profit from the quilt show was $6537. Also, in our next
budget for 2018, the treasurer will be adding a separate line item for quilt show reserve, taking start-up monies for the quilt
show into account.
The Treasurers Trivia award went to Cindi Rosenberger.
Roseanne Friehs, Hospitality chairperson, asked members to sign up for bringing refreshments for the month that best fits
their schedule, instead of her assigning members randomly.
Joan Shipp, Corresponding Secretary, indicated that she sent thank you notes to the various chairpersons involved in the
quilt show committees.
Gretchen Faras, Membership chair, reported that 43 members and 5 guests were present this evening. Name tag gift
was won by Bonnie Piestrak, and Doreen Aiello won our Quilty prize.
Show and tell presenters included: Pat Clayton, Nancy Lacey, Marsha Watro, Sallie Lloyd, Nancy Steigerwalt, Elaine
LaPrete, Rosemary Dwyer, Bonnie Piestrak, Linda Martin-Mills, and Joan Shipp.
The meeting concluded at 9:48 p.m.

Submitted by Diana Leslie, recording secretary
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The following article appears in the November, 2017 issue of “Upper Makefield Living.”
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“A QUILT IS MORE THAN FABRIC”
Hi Everyone!
Do you know that most quilts are named by their makers? When you visit a quilt show, be sure to check out
the “names” given the quilts on display. Following is an article about the Quilts of Valor Foundation, one of
the philanthropic organizations to which Newtown Quilters’ Guild donates quilts for the men and women who
serve our country.
Regina Apuzzo

Quilts of Valor Foundation
By Lorie Leonardi

A quilt can make a tremendous difference in a person’s
life. Imagine a Vietnam Vet who never received
recognition for his sacrifice, receiving a quilt that finally
validates his struggles. Think of a veteran of Iraq and
Afghanistan who views his quilt as a true item of comfort
and peace for the road ahead. Many recipients are
moved to tears when receiving their quilts.
The quilt makers are also moved by the experience.
Some see it as an opportunity to show gratitude to those
who protect our country. They may think healing

The Newtown Quilters’ Guild July 2017

Page 7

thoughts as they sew or pray that this blanket will bring peace to someone affected by war. It is good for the
heart to those who sew.
The mission of the Quilts of Valor Foundation (www.qovf.org) is to cover service members and veterans
touched by war with comforting and healing Quilts of Valor. At the latest tally, the organization has donated
over 165,000 quilts. QoVF depends on an “army” of volunteers to piece the quilt tops (toppers) and to stitch
the final quilting using a special long-arm sewing machine (longarmers). Together, they create high-quality
red, white and blue quilts that carry the message that someone cares. The quilts are awarded in ceremonies,
some private and some public, as a way to show gratitude for service, sacrifice and valor. The recipients know
only the first names of the topper and longarmer.
Although I have been sewing all of my life, discovering quilting in 2000 made it all new again. I love all the
possibilities of expression that quilt making offers. I design and make small art quilts to hang on the wall,
Quilts of Valor and crib-size quilts for various philanthropic organizations. I live in Ewing, N.J. and am a
member of both the Newtown Quilters’ Guild and the Hopewell Valley Quilters.
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A Thank You Letter from Capital Health:
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