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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE: 
        

 
 

Hi Everyone! 
 
How about that quilt show!  The Lower Bucks Masonic Hall was transformed by a 
dazzling display of quilts.  Our new venue proved to be a prime location, 
attracting many visitors who got an up-close look at the beauty of quilt making, 
shopped our vendors, and bought raffle tickets.  What a perfect opportunity to 
showcase our guild!  “Congratulations!” to the Viewer’s Choice and Vendor’s 
Choice winners. 
 
Producing our show takes a lot of planning and hard work.  It certainly paid off.  
“Thank You!” Linda Martin-Mills and Melissa Curewitz for your leadership in 
coordinating the many facets of the show.  “Thank You” to everyone who worked on 
the show’s committees and to the volunteers who staffed the show throughout the 
weekend.  “Thank You” to everyone who contributed baskets and small items to our 
raffle - your generosity is awesome!  To me, what really stood out was your team 
spirit.  Everyone pitched in, making the show run seamlessly.  From set up to 
take down and everything in between, your pride in this guild was evident.      
 
“Windblown Flowers” ended its rock-star tour at our annual dinner, when our very 
own Kim Moll became the lucky winner of this gorgeous quilt.  “Congratulations!” 
Kim – hope that you have recovered!  “Thank You!” Sallie Lloyd for your 
generosity in designing and for providing your long arm services for this 
beautiful work of art and to our members who made blocks and whose artistry 
graced the appliqué work.  Ticket sales and compliments were robust.  “Thank 
You!” to everyone who sold extra tickets and for volunteering at the various 
venues on the tour. 
 
We had a great time at Newtown Market Day.  “Thank You!” Nancy Steigerwalt for 
coordinating our participation.  The weather was perfect, drawing many visitors 
who passed by our booth, buying raffle tickets and watching Donna Martinez hand 
quilt the “Market Day Quilt.”  Betty Hancock provided muslin squares for children 
to draw on with crayon.  The squares, along with focus fabrics, will be used for 
quilts that will be donated to local police and fire departments, for children in 
crisis.  The kids really enjoyed coloring; their artwork was delightful.  It was 
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touching to watch as parents explained to their children that coloring a block 
would help other children.  “Thank You!” Betty Hancock for your philanthropic 
work.  “Thank You!” to everyone who came out to help. 
 
What a yummy and enjoyable member dinner!  Friendship and great food made for an 
evening to celebrate our guild.  “Thank You!” Rosanne Friehs and Jane Nadig for 
the special touch that you bring to hospitality.  “Thank You!” to everyone who 
helped with set up and clean up.  Our guests, Dave and Janet Waselefsky, had a 
great time.  They enjoyed having us at the Masonic Hall for our quilt show, and 
Dave invited us back.  They couldn’t get over how we transformed the building. 
 
Membership I am happy to inform you that we are now at full membership, with 
seven people on our waiting list!  On behalf of our guild, I extend a warm 
welcome to our new members. 
 
2018 Membership Dues Just a friendly reminder:  it’s time to pay your 2018 dues.  
They are payable by the December guild meeting.  I encourage you to pay your dues 
on time, because it is difficult for the guild to smoothly transition into the 
New Year when dues are paid in January.  Other areas of the guild are impacted 
and cannot function with incorrect or incomplete member information, which does 
not serve our members well.  Dues are $45.00 and include $20.00 of raffle quilt 
tickets.  Dues can be paid either in cash or by personal check, made payable to 
“Newtown Quilters’ Guild.”  Please give your payment to Membership, Gretchen 
Faras and Eve Vallorani.  Once the deadline has passed, we will be contacting 
those on our waiting list.  If you are unable to pay your dues on time, please 
contact me. 
 
By Laws Amendments Good governance of our organization calls for periodic review 
of our By Laws.  A review has been completed, and amendments have been approved 
by the Executive Board.  In accordance with our By Laws, members have been 
notified about the proposed amendments.  Your review is important.  If you have 
any questions, etc., contact me as soon as possible.  A vote to approve the 
amendments will be taken at our November guild meeting. 
 
2018 Quilt Challenge Next year, we will have our biennial Quilt Challenge.  For 
our new members, our Quilt Challenge is held on the off year of our quilt show.  
Members are challenged to make a quilt, interpreting the challenge theme.  The 
resulting quilts are displayed at our October guild meeting.  The challenge is an 
opportunity to work outside your comfort zone.  It’s always fun to see what 
everyone comes up with.  Do you have a theme to challenge us?  Please let me 
know. 
 
Guild Publicity Opportunity Our guild has been presented with an opportunity to 
receive publicity through the monthly publication, “Upper Makefield Living.”  The 
publication’s new Area Director became interested in our guild after being 
contacted to include information about our quilt show.  He is looking to develop 
a longer-term relationship with the guild.  He invited us to submit monthly 
articles and offered a half-page advertisement, free of charge.  The publication 
is distributed to some 800 homes in Upper Makefield Township.  Its purpose is to 
provide community-centered content, while inviting residents to share photos, 
stories, etc.  He is interested in our “story.”  Our first article, written by 
Betty Hancock, is in the current issue.  I have included it in this newsletter, 
so read on.  It’s a wonderful story about a quilt Betty made for her 
granddaughter.  I plan to share the published articles in our newsletter.  The 
general theme of our articles is “A Quilt is More Than Fabric.”  Would you like 
to submit an article about a special quilt that you either made or received, or 
has been in your family?  We are, also, submitting articles about the guild’s 
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philanthropic work.  Not to worry if you don’t like to write or think that you 
can’t.  Lorie Leonardi has offered her assistance in writing or helping you with 
your article.  I think that this is a very good opportunity to showcase our 
guild, so I’m hoping that you will participate by writing an article or two.  
Please contact me.       
 
   Many “Thank You’s” have been expressed here; they are so well deserved.  
Without your participation, none of this would have been possible.  Each one of 
you brings a unique personality and talent to our guild, forming the patchwork 
that binds us together.  We have much to celebrate and, as Thanksgiving 
approaches, we have much to be thankful for. 
 
Well, that’s a wrap!  I look forward to seeing you at our November meeting. 
In the meantime, sew like no one is watching! 
 
Regards, 
Regina 
 

 
Congratulations to Kim Moll on winning our beautiful 2017 raffle quilt! 

Kim’s face says it all! 
  
 

                  
 
 
 

Thank you to everyone who donated baskets  and small  items 
for  the Small  Quilts  & Gift  Baskets  Raffle!   Thank you to everyone 
who helped at our booth!  We couldn’t  have done this  without you! 

Regina Apuzzo & Rosemary Dwyer 
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“Newtown Quilters’ Guild presented a quilt to Dave Waselefsky, 
Worshipful Master of Newtown Lodge No. 427, in appreciation for 
the opportunity to hold our 2017 Quilt Show at the Lower Bucks 
Masonic Hall.  Dave and his wife, Janet, joined us at our annual 
member sharing dinner where the presentation was made.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NQG	QUILT	SHOW	2017	
PRELIMINARY	INCOME	RECAP	

DEPARTMENT	
	

RECEIPTS	
10/14/17	

RECEIPTS	
10/15/17	

RECEIPTS	
TOTAL	

EXPENSES	 SHOW		
TOTAL	

	
ADMISSION	

	
$2,122.00	

	
$1,277.00	

	
$3399.00	

	
PENDING	

	
$3,399.00	

	
RAFFLE	QUILT	

	
$		435.00	

	
$		374.00	

	
$		809.00	

	
SEE	BELOW	

	
SEE	BELOW	

	
CAFÉ	

	
$		498.00	

	
$		469.25	

	
$		967.25**	

	
$		299.48	

	
$		667.77	

	
AUNT	SUKIE	

	
$1,649.00	

	
$		786.00	

	
$2,435.00	

	
PENDING	

	
$2,435.00	

SMALL		QUILTS		
&	BASKETS	

	
$		978.00	

	
$		836.00	

	
$1,814.00	

	
PENDING	

	
$1,814.00	

	
VENDERS	

	 	 	
$		560.00	

	
PENDING	

	
$		560.00	

	
PUBLICITY	

	 	 	 	
$		175.00	

	
-$	175.00	

	
MISCELLANIOUS	

	 	 	 	 	

	
SHOW	VENUE	

	 	 	 	
$		650.00	

	
-$		650.00	

	
SHOW	SET	UP	

	 	 	 	
$1,114.84	

	
-$1,114.84	

	
TOTAL	

	

	
$5,247.00*	

	
$3.298.25*	

	
$9,175.25*	

	
$2,239.32	

	
$6935.93*	

*	DOES	NOT	INCLUDE	RAFFLE	QUILT	MONIES.		**INCLUDES	$70.00	GIFT	CARD	DONATIONS	
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2017	RAFFLE	QUILT	
	
	
	

2017	SHOW	
RECEIPTS	

MISC.	TICKET	
RECEIPTS*	

MEMBERSHIP	
RECEIPTS**	

	
EXPENSES	

	
TOTAL	

	
RAFFLE	QUILT	

	

	
$		809.00	

	
$1,348.00	

	
$1,820.00	

	
$		765.22	

	
$3,211.78	

*includes	non-show	venue	sales	and	additional	member	sales	**based	on	91	members	@	$20.00	each	
 
 
 
NEXT GUILD MEETING – November 21, 2017 
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, November 21, 2017 at 7:30pm at The Birches, 70 Durham Road, 
Newtown, PA 18940. Guests are welcome for a $5.00 charge. 
 
 
 
PROGRAMS:  Linda Martin-Mills 
	
November Speaker - Carol Heppe from the Kutztown Fair will speak about "A Winning Quilt" 
We are also asking that everyone try to bring a personal size toiletry to stuff the stockings that philanthropy made for the 
Red Cross Homeless Shelter.  Look at all the hotel goodies we collect and never use! or pick up something at the grocery 
or pharmacy! 
  
December - Leona Law, a new member to our guild and a gifted artist will speak about her artistic journey.  We will 
have a notion exchange.  Bring a notion (under $10) to the meeting wrapped pretty or pretty ugly to exchange in a round 
robin game.  We will have a holiday party. 
  
January - Philanthropy evening - we ask members to bring either their sewing machine, ironing board or cutting 
station to make up philanthropy quilts for our many charities that we support.  More details to follow. 
  
February - RaNae Merrill is coming!!!  We are hosting 3 separate workshops - one that will appeal to the working 
girls on Sunday and Monday evening 630-930 2/18 and 2/19., one 2/19 Monday daytime 9-4 and one on Tuesday 9-4 all 
at Quilts for Kids.  Please remember that QFK also sell wonderful batiks and print fabrics for a deeply discounted price to 
offset costs so bring cash or your check book (they do not take credit cards)  The workshop is Free Motion Mastery  and 
you can be a master in 30 days after taking this class.  The workshop is $55 payable by check to NQG and the kit fee is 
payable to the teacher the day of class.  We have some room if you would like to join in or bring a friend! 
 
2018 Upcoming programs –Janneke Van Der Ree will be joining us in March and Fulton Design will be coming in 
April with a talk about “Design in the Digital Age”. In May Jeannie Campbell will talk about how to use “New Techniques 
from Old Magazines”. June is our annual garage sale and birthday celebration with strawberry shortcake! 
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TREASURER’S REPORT:  submitted by Donna Martinez 
 
October 30, 2017 

Beginning Balance     9,297.70 
Total Income                 11,971.25 
Total Expense                   1,486.36 
Ending Balance                 19,782.59 

 
Income/Expense by Category 
 Income 
  Membership-2018 Dues         695.00 

Hospitality Donation         250.00 
Raffle Quilt Sales                     1,591.00 
Quilt Show                       9,455.25 

 Total Income                                                  11,971.25 
 
Expenses  
 Hospitality                          14.84 
 Quilt Show                         1,344.32 
      Storage Rental          127.20 
 Total Expense           1,486.36  

 
Ending Balance as of October 30, 2017                     19,782.59 

 
 
TREASURER’S TRIVIA 
 
Everybody who participated in the Quilt Show had a great time. 
Everybody who participated in the Quilt Show contributed to the success of our show. 
Everybody who participated in the Quilt Show helped the show to be profitable and raise the 
community’s awareness of our talented members and the Guild’s philanthropic endeavors. 
A lot of people who saw the show want to become members of Newtown Quilter’s Guild 
We now have a waiting list!   
 
The answer to the trivia question is in bold type. 
Donna Martinez email AHMDMM@verizon.net 
 

	
	
MEMBERSHIP:  Eve Vallorani and Gretchen Faras 
Please let us know of any changes to your information (address, phone number, email). 
 
 
                                                        
SUNSHINE AND SHADOWS:  Joan Shipp 
 
Get well cards were sent to Anne Guinn, Barbara McClintock and Marion Baranosky. 
 
A thank you note was sent to Susan Sasser for giving us the opportunity to sell raffle quilt tickets at her quilt shop “The 
Round Bobbin 
 
If you know of someone who needs a message of thanks, get-well, condolences or congratulations, please text me 
at 215-539–7426 (preferred method, I don't get to check my emails very often), or give me a call and leave a message. 
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NEWSLETTER:  Christa Froehlich  
Contributions for the newsletter are due by the end of the month.  Please e-mail them to me at 
christafroehlich.qb@gmail.com.  If you have any questions, you can call me at 215-431-5735 or 215-943-0550. 
	

Help	Wanted:	New Newsletter Editor	
I have really enjoyed editing the Guild’s newsletter for the past year, but my day job has been getting more and 
more demanding and it looks like this year will be even worse.  I am sorry to say I will need to give up being 
newsletter editor for the guild.  If you would be interested in taking over this position, I would be happy to explain 
how to do it.  It takes a little time, but it isn’t hard at all.  It’s just copying and pasting into a Word document and 
exchanging emails with other members.  It would actually be a great way for a new guild member to get to know 
other members and how the guild works!  Give me a call or email me or talk to one of the board members at the 
meeting if you are interested.   Thanks, Christa 

 
 
HOSPITALITY:  Rosanne Friehs      

“Giving Thanks for the Great Quilt Show”                                

 We would l ike to take time to welcome everyone to Guild meetings.  The new hospitality guidelines 
regarding snacks, beverages, and guild member responsibil i t ies are:  

• All guild members are responsible for bringing snacks for one regular guild meeting.  
• Members wil l be assigned a month by alphabetical order (if you are not attending the month you 

are assigned you can either switch with another member, have a friend bring in your snack, or let 
the Hospitality chairperson know at least one week in advance so that they can arrange a 
substitution).  

•  Snacks will not be available until the designated Break Time between the speaker and business meeting 
to allow all members time to socialize and have an opportunity to sample all of the items brought 
to guild. If we do not have a speaker, the snacks may be available the throughout the meeting .  

• Beverages will be provided by the Guild  and wil l be available throughout the meeting. If you 
have a special beverage choice please let me know and I wil l make it available. We would also 
l ike to GO GREEN  by suggesting that members bring their own ‘go cups’ which we wil l be happy 
to fi l l  with either soda or water. 

November Snacks:  

The members responsible for snacks for November are as follows: 
Gwen Sahi, Susan Schmalzeried, Joan Shipp, Linda Smith, Nancy Steigerwalt, 
Christy Stephenson, Cathy Stevens, May Kay Stoloski, Pam Sugrue and  
Rosemary Torelli 
 
THANKS for participating in the Hospitality table! Please email me at rdfriehs@gmail.com or call at 
home # 215-493-6427 for any questions. Snacks and goodies are an important part of your guild 
members’ break time and everyone always appreciates your efforts in making the Guild Meeting more 
enjoyable. 
 
 
 

PHILANTHROPY - Melissa Curewitz 
 
A small group gathered to complete Christmas stockings for a homeless shelter. Now we need your help to fill the 
stockings with toiletries in either trial size or small hotel size bottles. Please bring them to the November meeting so the 
stockings can be stuffed and delivered in time for the holidays.  
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MINUTES OF THE NEWTOWN QUILTERS GUILD MEETING: 
OCTOBER 17, 2017 
 
The October meeting of the Newtown Quilters' Guild began at 6 p.m. on Tuesday, October 17, 2017 at the Masonic 
Meeting Hall in Lower Makefield.  This was the annual potluck dinner of the guild which was the reason for the change of 
venue. 
 
President Regina Apuzzo welcomed the Worshipful Master of the organization, who was an invited guest along with his 
wife for the dinner, and presented to him a wall hanging that was made with digitized symbols of the Masons, as a token 
of our appreciation for the assistance and cooperation afforded during our recent quilt show.  He indicated that they would 
find a suitable place to hang it within the Masonic Hall. 
 
Dinner was then enjoyed by the members and guests. 
 
Reports were given by various chairpersons of the quilt show committees. 
 
Viewers' choice winners were as follows:  1st choice:   Christy Stephenson (Bella ventesimo); 2nd choice:  Eve Vallorani 
(The couple} and 3rd choice: Camille Amadio (New York State of Mind). 
 
The 2017 guild raffle quilt was won by guild member Kim Moll. 
 
Name tag winner for the evening was Pat Devonshire. 
 
New guild members in attendance were Sara Ewing, Lisa Rayder, and Lisa Cochetti. 
 
Donna Martinez, Treasurer, announced that early gross receipts from the quilt show were approximately $9350,  but all 
expenses have yet to be accounted for.  She will have a better accounting for the next meeting. 
 
The treasurer's gift was won by Jane Matty. 
 
Philanthropy chairperson Melissa Curewitz announced that she would like to make "fidget quilts" for the Birches residents 
as a philanthropy project in January, and indicated that members of the Hopewell Valley quilters were willing to help with 
this project. 
 
Melissa would also like to schedule a philanthropy committee "sewing day" at her home on Sunday, November 5, at 1 
p.m. for anyone who would like to participate.  Please contact Melissa to RSVP. 
 
Vice-President Linda Martin-Mills reviewed some of the remaining programs for 2017.  Carol Heppe will be our speaker in 
November, with her topic on "Judging Quilts", and one of our new members, Leona Law, will speak in December about 
her quilting journey. December will also include a gift exchange for members who wish to participate...details to follow. 
 
Linda also promoted participation in the upcoming Trenton Artworks 10 x 10 exhibition, which begins with a reception 
on December 9 in Trenton, and the sale of artworks from December 6through January 9.  Linda distributed some 10 x 10 
canvas frames and encouraged members to join in making framed pictures to sell at the show.  Linda has more 
information for anyone interested. 
 
Lori Leonardi announced that her sister Kate had made and donated over 100 quilts to the Quilts for Kids organization, 
and she had six quilts this evening to distribute for finishing by guild members. 
 
Show and Tell consisted of Lori Leonardi who showed a Quilt of Valor that she was donating, and Melissa Curewitz 
showed us her 10 x 10 project. 
 
Mums that were used on the table for decorations were given as door prizes and were won by Nancy Lacey, Sue Bowles, 
Joan Shipp, Dawn D'Agostino, Elaine LaPrete and Linda Martin-Mills. 
 
The meeting/dinner adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 
 
Submitted by Diana Leslie, recording secretary 
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NEWTOWN	MARKET	DAY	2017	–	DIARY	OF	A	FIRST-TIME	VISITOR	

	
The	day	began	with	the	promise	of	warm	and	sunny	weather,	but	it	wasn’t	easy	getting	out	of	bed	early	(I	

am	not	a	morning	person—never	have	been	and	don’t	aspire	to	be).	 	After	packing	up	my	car,	I	made	my	way	to	
Newtown	for	my	first-ever	Market	Day	experience.		Parking	was	great	at	that	early	hour,	a	real	blessing	for	me,	as	I	
cannot	parallel	park	(never	could	and	do	aspire	to	be	able	to	do	so).		Making	my	way	up	Court	Street,	I	could	see	
the	pop-up	 tents,	 lining	 the	 streets,	 and	 the	 vendors	preparing	 their	wares	 for	 sale.	 	 Looking	 to	my	 right,	 I	 saw	
Nancy	Steigerwalt,	Sallie	Lloyd,	and	other	guild	members	readying	our	booth.		“Windblown	Flowers”	took	its	place	
of	distinction	underneath	the	tent	and	eagerly	awaited	visitors.			

Linda	Martin-Mills,	our	official	 “stop	 ‘em,	 introduce	 the	guild,	 show	 ‘em	the	quilt,	and	rope	 ‘em	 in	 to	buy	
tickets	(all	with	a	smile,	of	course)”	person,	stood	prominently	in	front	of	our	booth.		I’m	sure	that	Linda	did	not	let	
anyone	slip	by!	 	Meanwhile,	Donna	Martinez	was	hand	quilting	what	has	now	come	to	be	known	as	 the	“Market	
Day	Quilt”.		As	the	story	goes,	this	quilt	has	appeared	and	reappeared	at	many	a	Market	Day.		Soon,	it	will	become	a	
true	antique	quilt!		Onlookers	stopped	by	and	were	intrigued	by	the	art	of	hand	quilting.	

Betty	Hancock	brought	muslin	squares	for	children	to	draw	on	in	crayon.		The	squares,	along	with	printed	
cotton	fabrics,	will	be	made	into	quilts	that	will	be	donated	to	police	and	fire	departments,	for	children	in	crisis.		It	
was	 touching	 to	watch	parents	explain	 to	 their	children	 that	 they	would	be	helping	other	children	by	coloring	a	
square.		The	drawings	were	delightful,	with	rainbows	and	flowers	being	popular,	and	monsters	being	the	preferred	
choice	of	boys.		Some	of	the	children	wrote	sentiments	on	their	squares.		I	must	admit	to	indulging	the	child	inside	
me	by	coloring	two	squares:		a	flower	and	a	stickman.		Kim	Moll	and	Nancy	Steigerwalt	joined	in	the	fun,	too.		When	
all	was	 said	 and	 done,	 every	 square	 twinkled	with	 artwork.	 	 The	 kids	 seemed	 to	 really	 enjoy	working	 on	 their	
designs.		I	know	this	kid	did!	

From	our	booth,	I	drank	in	the	sights	and	sounds	of	the	event.		Passersby,	young	and	old,	strolled	along	the	
street,	 with	 some	 bringing	 their	 canine	 friends.	 	 Children	were	 having	 their	 faces	 painted	 (maybe,	 next	 time!).		
Nearby,	 vendors	 were	 demonstrating	 rug	 hooking	 and	 caning	 a	 chair.	 	 Across	 from	 us	 was	 the	 vendor	 largely	
responsible	 for	my	mega-calorie	purchases—how	long	can	you	 ignore	an	“apple	cider	donuts”	sign!	 	Music	 from	
banjos	mingled	with	 laughter	 coming	 from	 a	 Punch	 &	 Judy	 show,	while	 the	 aroma	 of	 kettle	 corn	 filled	 the	 air,	
beckoning	those	of	us	who	just	love	the	stuff.		Then,	“BOOM!”		I	must	admit	to	being	somewhat	startled	by	the	loud	
noise	and	wondered	what	it	was.		I	was	quickly	reassured	by	Nancy	that	it	wasn’t	an	explosion,	but	rather,	it	was	
the	noise	from	canon	fire.	 	Of	course,	canon	fire—should’ve	known	–	on	Market	Day,	we’re	time	travelers	 in	this	
historic	town.					

A	reporter	from	“The	Advance”	stopped	by	and,	as	it	turned	out,	he	was	the	same	man	who	stopped	by	our	
booth	at	Lower	Makefield’s	Community	Pride	Day.		The	reporter	told	us	that	the	photo,	taken	at	that	event,	along	
with	information	about	our	raffle	quilt	and	upcoming	show,	will	be	in	“The	Advance”	this	coming	week.		Wow,	how	
great	is	that!	

Our	 raffle	 quilt	 was	 a	 hit,	 receiving	 many	 compliments.	 	 Ticket	 sales	 were	 robust,	 with	 each	 person	
declaring	that	he/she	will	certainly	win	it.		I’ve	grown	attached	to	that	quilt.		I’m	guessing	Sallie	Lloyd	has,	too.		It’s	
going	to	be	bittersweet	to	say	“Goodbye!”	when	the	winning	ticket	is	drawn.	

I	thoroughly	enjoyed	the	day,	albeit	being	a	bit	tired	at	the	end	of	it—growing	older	seems	to	do	that.		Most	
of	all,	though,	I	enjoyed	spending	time	with	everyone	who	came	out	to	be	part	of	our	booth.		It	certainly	didn’t	feel	
like	work,	and	time	seemed	to	 fly,	as	we	chatted	with	each	other	and	passersby,	while	helping	the	children	with	
their	drawing	projects.		It	felt	good	to	showcase	the	art	and	craft	of	quilt	making	through	our	beautiful	raffle	quilt	
and	the	hand-quilting	demo.		Our	guild	received	good	publicity,	too.			

The	day	did	 fulfill	 its	promise	of	warmth	and	sunshine.	 	As	 I	 lugged	my	stuff	back	 to	my	car	 (now	much	
more	 stuff,	 resulting	 in	having	 to	make	 two	 trips	 to	my	 car,	which	 is	 probably	 a	 good	 thing	 given	 that	 I	will	 be	
eating	 those	 mega-calorie	 food	 purchases),	 I	 walked	 along	 Court	 Street	 basked	 in	 the	 sunlight	 and	 smiling	 in	
gratitude	for	being	given	this	day.	

	
Regina	Apuzzo		
October	7,	2017		
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The	following	article	appears	in	the	October,	2017	issue	of	“Upper	Makefield	Living.”	
	

“A	QUILT	IS	MORE	THAN	FABRIC”	
	

What	do	you	see	when	you	look	at	a	quilt?		Perhaps,	the	colorful	fabrics	speak	loudest.		Perhaps,	your	eye	is	caught	
by	the	pattern,	formed	by	those	fabrics.	 	Perhaps,	you	admire	the	quilting.		While	a	quilt	is	all	of	these,	it	is	much	
more	 than	 fabric.	 	 Quilts	 celebrate	 life’s	 special	 occasions	 and	 honor	 those	who	 have	 passed	 away.	 	 They	wrap	
babies	born	to	those	serving	in	the	military	and	provide	comfort	to	our	military	personnel.		They	cheer	up	anxious	
children	in	hospitals	and	brighten	bunk	beds,	as	they	eagerly	wait	to	embrace	the	children	at	a	bereavement	camp.		
They	provide	comfort	and	warmth	to	our	neighbors	in	need.		Quilts	speak	loudly,	expressing	opinions	of	the	day.			
	
I	am	President	of	Newtown	Quilters’	Guild,	a	community	of	quilters	sharing	their	love	for	the	art	and	craft	of	quilt	
making.		Through	a	series	of	articles,	written	by	our	members,	we	hope	to	give	you	another	perspective	when	you	
look	at	a	quilt:		it	really	is	much	more	than	fabric!							
	
Regina	Apuzzo	
	
	
Caroline’s	Quilt	by	Betty	Hancock	
	

	
	
Photo	by	Evan	Leslie	Images	
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My	daughter,	Lauryn	Blakesley,	asked	me	if	I	would	make	
a	quilt	 for	my	granddaughter,	Caroline.	 I	agreed	to	do	 it	
as	long	as	Caroline	was	willing	to	give	up	some	of	her	old	
clothes,	 which	 would	 provide	 a	 large	 portion	 of	 the	
squares	for	the	quilt.	Caroline,	you	see,	has	always	had	a	
difficult	 time	 parting	 with	 clothes	 that	 no	 longer	 fit	
because	she	associated	many	memories	with	them.	Well,	
she	agreed	and	 the	project	 got	underway,	 starting	with	
deciding	which	clothes	would	be	important	to	her.	
	
Throughout	 the	 making	 of	 the	 quilt,	 four	 generations	
(Lauryn,	 Caroline,	 my	 mom	 and	 me)	 got	 involved	 by	
doing	things	 like	tearing	out	zippers	and	buttons	on	the	
clothing	 I	was	given.	 	This	 itself	provided	a	strong	sense	
of	family	to	the	project.	A	quilt	is	much	more	than	just	a	

blanket.	 It	 is	 something	 that	 is	 full	 of	 memories	 to	 be	 cherished.	We	 were	 all	 able	 to	 recall	 the	 joys	 and	
memories	related	to	the	dresses,	blouses	and	pants.	Caroline	remembers	each	clothing	piece,	and	I	just	loved	
hearing	her	talk	about	them	and	telling	me	what	made	them	important	to	her.	
	
My	favorite	square	is	a	“Mom	and	Me,	best	friends”,	because	you	can	never	have	a	better	friend	in	life.	Some	
squares	were	pieced	and	appliquéd	to	show	a	family	tree	to	include	her	mom,	dad,	and	two	brothers,	George	
and	Henry,	four	corner	squares	representing	Sunbonnet	Sue	doing	things	Caroline	loves	to	do,	“Little	House	on	
the	Prairie”,	which	was	a	favorite	book	growing	up,	and	one	with	Caroline’s	handprint	as	an	8	year	old.	
	
I	fell	in	love	with	quilts	after	I	slept	under	one	made	by	my	husband’s	aunt.	I	began	to	learn	how	to	quilt	and	I	
was	one	of	the	founding	members	of	the	Newtown	Quilters’	Guild.		Together,	our	members	have	experienced	
many	of	life’s	joys	and	struggles	through	quilting.	I	live	in	Washington	Crossing,	Pa	with	my	husband,	Dennis,	
and	have	2	children	and	4	grandchildren.	
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